[Cardiac myxoma metastatic to the brain].
A case of cardiac myxoma presenting as metastatic brain tumor are reported. The patient was a 44-year-old man. One year prior to this admission, he had suffered stroke, which was characterized by right hemiparesis and dysarthria. The computed tomographic (= CT) scan of the head at that time showed a low density on the left basal ganglia and the echocardiogram suggested a left atrial myxoma. At surgery, a polypoid myxoma attached to the atrial septum was totally removed. Right hemiparesis was improved and the patient was discharged. A few months later, the patient was evaluated for multiple cutaneous masses and diagnosed by biopsy as metastatic myxoma. The patient's condition remained unchanged until this admission. In March 1985, the patient had a tonic-clonic convulsion marching from right hand and developed right hemiplegia with drowsy. An echocardiogram failed to reveal recurrence of the cardiac myxoma. A CT scan revealed a 5-cm, relatively circumscribed, low density mass in the left fronto-parietal lobe, ring mottled enhancement after contrast administration and more enhancement in the delayed scanning of 45 min. Craniotomy showed a tender, friable tumor with a yellowish cyst fluid, but apparently not invading the brain parenchyma. After complete excision of the mass, there was rapid lessing in the hemiplegia and improvement in the level of consciousness. A contrast-enhancement CT scan performed 2 weeks after craniotomy revealed no evidence of residual tumor. Pathohistological examination showed spindle-shaped and stellate cells which formed clusters and contained large amounts of acid polysaccharides as demonstrated by the alcian blue method.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)